


 
 

JUDGE’S COMMENTS 

“Never and Always” tackles difficult, emotional subject matter—the death of the poet’s son. 
The poet speaks directly to her son, telling him what she will remember about him and 
what she misses. She makes effective use of repetition, each stanza beginning with the 
word “Never” and ending with “Always;” the repetition of these words evokes the timeless 
nature of grief. The poet closes the piece in a way that makes the poem double as a letter to 
her son. While she discusses ways she will remember her son throughout the poem, the 
poem itself serves as an additional means of tribute. 
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