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First Place: “The Last Dance,” by Derek Hicks 
	
	 A	veil	of	mist	burst	forth	from	the	bathroom	and	a	man	stepped	out.	He	wore	a	blue	
suit	and	a	red	tie,	which	he	adjusted	and	straightened.	He	walked	through	his	apartment	to	his	
small	living	room	that	contained	a	television	and	a	woman	dressed	in	a	sparkling	red	dress	
that	matched	her	long	hair.	
	 “Got	everything	together,	hon?”	The	man	asked.	
	 The	woman	nodded	back,	“Yes….”	Her	voice	trembled	before	retaining	composure,	“Yes	
I	am,	Tom.”	
	 Tom	wrapped	an	arm	around	her	and	kissed	her	cheek.	Her	face	shifted	to	a	soft	pink	
as	they	walked	out	of	the	building,	paying	no	mind	to	the	sharp,	mechanical	beeping	noises	
coming	from	the	television.		

Outside	of	the	apartment,	the	night	sky	was	lit	by	orange	flashes	that	resembled	a	
fireworks	display.	However,	the	streets	were	filled	with	people.	Men,	woman	and	children	
were	clashing	their	bottles	and	debris	at	a	group	of	four	men	in	body	armour.	Behind	the	men	




