


3<RX{UH UHDOON EX\LQJ LQIR UIKLV**” +HU YRLFH VDLG EXW VKH ZDVQTW VSHDNLQJ AR UHDOO\ 3= XGH LIfv
just superstitious garbage to scare people away from VRPH JX\{V ZRRGV ~

The list flashed in her head yet again.

5) If you see dead relatives, do not approach them. They will lie.
6) Mirrors are forbidden. They will expose the ugly truth.
7) If you see a man dressed in black, be still. He will come to you if he is interested.

Her eyes opened wide and she sat up, noticing that a backpack had fallen by her and a camera lay
broken on the ground. In her hand, she had a cracked mirror. When did she pick it up? She had
DOZD\V KDG LW ZLIK KHU GLGQTW VKH™ <HV <HV VKH KDG EURXJKII Lif RXt of spite towards that list.
7KDIV ULJKI

Once she stood, she noticed a man dressed in all white sitting on a stump up ahead. Finally,
another person. Hopefully, he could guide her out of here. If not, it would be nice to have some
company. She approached him with a smile and her hand landed on his shoulder.

32K JRG ,fP VR J0DG IR VHH="

Her grip on the mirror tightened.

3"DG"” +HU YRLFH VKRRN DV IKH PDQ WXUQHG IR IDFH KHU 3+RZ-KRZ DUH \RX HYHQ KHUH™"
30HFDXVH RI \RX VZHHIKHDUI ~

SOH™ - KDI™”

3 I'is \RXU IDXOW IKDW , P GHDG DIWHU D00 = +H VIRRG R KLV IHHI 3= RQWi IH0 PH \RX{YH IRUJRWHHQ ~

She shook her head vehemently and hugged herself. There goes \HDUV RI \KHUDS\ 31R LI ZDVQYl
P\ IDX0F ,W FRX0GQfI EH

30XW LI ZDV /L] DQG , ZL00 QHYHU IRUJILYH \RX ~

6KH ORRNHG DZD\ IURP KLP DQG GRZQ LQIR WKH PLUURU LQ KHU KDQG —+HU IDIKHUSV 10HVK ZDV QRZ
rotting and falling off the sides of his face, sclera of his eyes red while the iris was bright yellow.
His mouth looked like a gaping hole ready to consume her, sharp teeth pointing in every
direction. When she looked back up at him, she no longer saw her father standing there but
instead the monster in the mirror.

He lunged at her, slashing her left arm as she jerked away with a cry. Again, she ran. The fog
around her turned red as she moved through it, but her mind was racing so fast that she had
forgotten all about the rules. She was so panicked that she hadn't realized the monster wasn't
even following her anymore.



+HU IRRI SOXQJHG LQIR D SXGGOH EXW LW GLGQIW VIRS  6KH 1HW0 LQIR ZKDW VHHPHG O0LNH D ERIRPOHVV SLil
of ice cold water that not even light could pierce. Onyx hands took hold of her from all angles,
dragging her deeper and deeper into the depths of the lake. As she kicked and fought, she saw the
last part of the list in her mind.

8) He will try to trick you. Speak wisely.

9) Do not turn your back to him.

10) Politely decline any offers he makes. Wait for him to leave before returning down the path
you came.

11) After rejecting his deal and leaving the woods, never return. He will not be merciful next
time.

She tried to scream, but no noise came out. Her lungs were filling with water and her struggles
were growing weaker and weaker. This was it. She was going to die in this forest with hardly any
recollection of why she was here. Maybe she deserved it. Maybe what her father said was true
and it was her fault.

A hand latched around her wrist and the others let go, dragging her farther and farther upwards.
Her head broke through the surface and she was dropped on the ground with only the tip of her

shoe in the now normal puddle. She coughed up water and took in greedy gulps of air, shivering
as the wind blew against her wet skin.

She looked up to meet the eyes of her savior. He was incredibly tall and dressed in black from
head to toe, hands tucked into the pockets of his suit jacket. His irises appeared to be black as
well, mischief swirling inside of them as his wavy, charcoal bangs fell in front of one eye. What
really caught her attention were those white teeth of his, displayed by his wide grin.

She clambered to her feet, legs threatening to give way from the oxygen deprivation. She
FRXO0GQYW EHOLHYH VKH ZDVQTI VOHHSLQJ ZLIK IKH ILVKHV KRQHVION OD\EH VKH ZDVQfW VR XQOXFN\ DIIHU
all. Paying no mind to the fact that she was soaked, she threw her arms around him. Her body,
almost acting on instinct alone, threw herself away from him as soon as she touched him. She
noticed she hadn't gotten his suit wet.

3<RX KDYH no LGHD KRZ JIDG , DP iR VHH \RX ~ VKH FRQIHVVHG 37KDQNV E\ IKH ZD\ ~

30\ SOHDVXUH ~ +LV YRLFH ZDV GHHS DQG VPRRIK QHDUO\ FDOPLQJ KHU ZRUULHV

3$UH \RX ORVII IRR™”

3|n a way. Isn't everyone blindly stumbling through this life like children learning how to
ZDON™”

3, IXHW™”



B6RPHIKLQJ DERXW KLP VHHPHG IXVW D OLIIoH RIT W ZDVQYIl VRPHIKLQJ WKDIl ZDV JODULQJON QRILFHDEOH

It was so subtle that it could almost slip under the radar, and yet it still lingered in the back of her
PLQG 7KH FRQILGHQFH KH KDG IIKH ZD\ KH KHIG KLPVHOI LQ D SODFH OLNH WKLV LIl GLGQW DGG XS = K\
ZDVQTW KH VFDUHG"

3+RZ DUH \RX VR FDOP ULJKI QRZ""

3, KDYHQ W EURNHQ DQ\ UX0HV 7KLV SODFH LVQ If GDQJHURXV LI \RX SOD\ WKH JDPH ULJKW

37KH UXOHV ~ VKH HFKRHG

The list came to mind, the clarity of it almost making her head throb. A man dressed in black.
Trickster, liar, charmer, devil. Where did those names come from?

3 Z KR DUH \RX"”

3, KDYH PDQ\ WLIoHV EXINIR \RX , FDQ EH \RXU JXLGH IR VDIHIN ~
35HDIO\™”

3, SIRPLVH ™ +H VPLIHG %00 \RX KDYH IR GR LV IDNH P\ KDQG ~

33RILIHON GHFOLQH DQ\ RIHUW KH PDNHV = DLIl IRU KLP IR 0HDYH EHIRUH UHIXUQLQJ GRZQ IIKH SDIK \RX
FDPH ~

The rule UDQJ FOHDUO\ IKURXJK KHU KHDG IR00RZHG E\ RQH FRUOHFILYH 3QR”™ XHMHUHG IURP ERIK WKH
trees and the wind before both of their voices were cut short.

32ND\ ~ 6KH SODFHG KHU KDQG LQ KLV D SXOVH R1 HOHFIULFLIN VKRRILQJ XS KHU DUP DV VRRQ DV KLV
fingers closed around her hand. He shook her hand briefly before letting go.

3)RIRZ PH ™ +H ZDINHG SDVIi KHU WDNLQJ D IHZ WIHSV EHIRUH VIRSSLQJ RQFH PRUH 6KH ORRNHG XS
DIf KLP DV KH JODQFHG RYHU KLV VKRX0GHU Dil KHU 361D\ FORVH ~

Her eyes were drawn to the ground at something shining by the puddle. It was her mirror! She
saw the man staring down into it at her, but like that thing imitating her father, he looked much



+H SIDFHG KLV KDQGV RQ KHU VKRXOGHW 0HDQLQJ GRZQ QLI IR KHU HDU DQG ZKLVSHULQJ 3, 00 VHH \RX
VRRQ (0L]DEHIK ~

As soon as his hands touched her, she remembered where she was and why she was here. Satan's
Passage. A dare, a stupid dare had sent her here. She wanted to prove her friend wrong, wanted
to prove that there was nothing here.

She practically ran to her car and jumped in, turning the key in the ignition. She looked back to
where she had been standing, finding that the man was nowhere in sight. Had she imagined him?
She couldn't shake the feeling of dread weighing down on her shoulders. If she was free, why
was her mind telling her that she had made a terrible mistake?

She ignored the feeling while she sped away from that dastardly forest as fast as she could. She
was going to forget this nightmare and move on with her life. Glancing up into her rearview
mirror to watch the forest fade away from her sight, she saw the man sitting in the back of her
car with a wolfish grin on his face.



